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HE ſaid Borough is a Corporation Preſcription, and was further incorporated by 
| the Name of Mayor and Bürgeſſes, by Charter, confirming their former Privileges. | 
There has been in the. ſaid Borofiph Time immemorial a Common-Council, of {| 
which the Mayor is. Dong fas, "thoſe who compoſe this Common-Council, be- 
ing called Common-Council-Men, have Been Aways choſe out of the Town Burgeſſes by ſuch 
OY ee and the Manne N ſuch Tawy * is br ro bare 
JJ the fic; Cooimon:Chbntit, 4A this ty have thens pro» = | 
Pods, and chen by @ Mzajority-of che whole. TW 


22 NT cane In 172t, Edward Bell By Virtue of the above- Ft 


ile Þ „ and atcotding to the an? 
tient Uſage of the faid ring, (being one of rhoſe Burgeſſes) was choſe a Common-Coun- 
cil-Man, with three Ochers, byt.heghinking the Attendance might be a Prejudice to his pri- 
'-  _ _vate Affairs declined being er Year 1723, and then he tendered himſelf to the faid _ 
COommon Council, in the uſual For and Manner to be ſworn a Common-Council-Man: Eight |} 
Common Council-Men being then preſent, four of them (of which the Mayor was one) 
were for ſwearing him in, and the other four were againſt it; but the Mayor, according 
to thie common Acceptation and Uſage of the faid Borough, having in Caſe of an Equality 
2 @ Caſting Vote, gave the ſame for the ſaid Bel, who was thereupon ſworn in a Common- BK 
Council-Map, and acted in that Capacity unimpeded ; and in the Year 1727, he was unani- _ 
= 8 choſen Mayor, and the Year after went through the annual Office of Juſtice of the 
_—_ ͥ»öúĩ ll... NB oo Ge Ha 
In the Year 1729, the Burgeſſes (who are unlimited) finding their Number very much 
reduced, thought proper to enlarge it, and eleven were propoſed in Common-Council, according 


to the Uſage and Cuſtom of the faid Corporation, and there being then nine Common- 

Council-Men preſent, five of which (whereof Bel was One, and the Mayor Another) approved 

ot the Eleven then propoſed, there being only four againlt it, and afterwards they were pro- Y 

p88 the CR OY ST ³ EIT ger, jd vere I aoeeAGly © 

Some Perſons being uneaſy at the Choice of theſe Burgeſſes, reſolved to attempt ſetting i 

alide their Election, and an Information in Nature of a Quo Marranto was brought againſt 
Bell, as well as againſt ſeveral of the new Burgeſſes. %%% Oo To Ole es” 
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The Allegations were, that the Mayor, at the Swearing of Bell, had no Caſting-Vore, | 
and conſequently Bell was not legally {worn a Common-Council-Man in 1723, and that he 
being one of the Fixe, who propoſed the New Burgeſſes at the Common-Council in 1729. 
If hewhimſelf way not duly choſe, and the Mayor's Caſting Vote could be fer aſide, the 
Election of the New Burgeſſes was void; ands Iſſues thereupon being try'd before Mr. 
uſtice Lee at Salinry-Aflizes in 1731, by a ſpecial Jury of the chief Gentlemen of Wiltſhire, 
à Verdict was given for the Defendant Bell, that the Election was good, and Colts were al 
. lowed him; and as the other Informations brought againſt ſome of the New Burgeſſes were 
diepending wpon'the Event of the Suit againſt Bel, and a Verdict having been given in his 
FPasvour, they degpt ig „ i!!!! os nn) ra oy wo” TN 
N Under this Verdict and Judgment the ſaid Bell, and the new Burgeſſes have acted in a 
corpokate Capacity eve ſince unmoleſted, and Bell was eledted Mayor, at Michaelmas, 1733 
No in order to gixe ſane Colour to the Petition of Thomas Newnham and Benjamin Hays, = 
__ Eſqg%ebmplaining ok-an undue Election of the futing Members; the latter End of laſt Mi- 
_  chaelmds Term, a Motion was made at the Court of King's Bench, for a new Tryal on the 
. above-mentioned Ide, adjudged, and acquieſed under for 4 Years; whereupon Counſel on 
both Sides attended, and the Court upon due Conſideration of the Motion (Mr. Juſtice _ 

Lee being then preſent) unanimouſly adjudged, there was no Ground for a new Tryal. 
| — ER * a true State of the Facts as to the Tryal at Law, when it 4s conſidered, that 
uA, there is 4 Resolution of che Houſe of Commons, determining the Ryght of Election of 
171% Members to ſerve in Parliament for this Borough, to be in the Mayor and Burgeſſes of the - 
id Borough only, Which by the Act of the 2d of his preſent Majeſty, “ For the more 

Effectual preventing Bribery and Corruption, is invariable, and} that the Point they go 

upon in the Petition is, that the Sitting Members were Unduly elected, by Perſons who had 

no right to Vote; it mult appear, that this Petition is calculated with no other View, than 
to diveſt the ſaid Bell. of the Office of Common-Council- Man, confirmed to him „„ 

ſolemn judgment of a Court of Law, to deprive the Mayor of his gs: — of having a Caſt- 
ing- Vote, which has been adjudged to be in him by a Verdict founded on Evidence upon 

| Oath, and to ſer alide the Election of the Burgeſſes Choſe in 1729, (the Validity of which, 

tho Informations were brought, they would not venture to try) in hopes to fer aſide the 

preſent Election of the Sitting Members. B FR = 
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At which Eletion the Poll ſtood thus, uit 8 + 3 
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